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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. . 
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A SMALL MATTER OF KSEPING AN ENGAGEMENT 
By A. M. Jacobs 


It is no longer unusual for a person to keep two engagements on the same 
day in as distant places as Dayton, Ohio, and Washington, D.C. Aviation has made 
that quite simple. And as a rule tho feat is accomplished as easily as if the 
distance separating thom wore city blocks instead of miles of variegated country 
with one or two mountain ranges throw in. This rule of simplicity did not hola, 
however, on a recent flight in which Lieut. A. C. Foulk, of Wright Field, acted 
as pilot for Congressman Melvin J. Maas who had been attending the Army Air 
Corps Maneuvers, and vho found it necessary to return to Washington on May al st 
to attend an important meeting scheduled for that night. ; 

Pilot and passenger took off from Fairfield at 11:30 a.m in an 0~2K air- 
plane. The weather was none too good at the start and -grew steadily worse. 

Unon arriving at Wheeling, West Virginia, the low coiling necessitated detouring 
around areas of poor visibility in order to come safely into Uniontown. Lieut. 
Foulk landed his plane in Uniontown at 2:15 p.m. to await more favorable weather 
conditions. 7 

Weather, however, is the most unaccommodating old party with which we mor- 
tals have to deal. Formerly it was the farmer with crops drying up and congre- 
gations praying for rain upon vhich it loved to vent its spite. With the advent 
of the aviator and heightened dramatic possibilitics, this malice has shifted 
until it would scem that the very sight of a helmeted head anxiously tilted sky- 
ward is enough to arouse the clemental splecn. Aftor an hour of sky-gazing, 
Washington being no nearer and the important engagoment still being scheduled 
for that night, Lieut. Foulk and Congressman Maas took off, womans to climb 
through the clouds and fly atop them. 

Liout. Foulk headed up, entering the clouds at a thousand feet. Taking a 
northwest’ course to avoid being cought over the mountains in clouds, he contin- 
ued elimbing until the altimeter showed a 6000-foot reading. The compass, 
flight indicator, and altimeter wore working. beautifully during the climb which 
became mysteriously more difficult with the gain in altitude. . Condensed moist- 
ure within tho clouds: was drenching the planc. It secmed impossible to get: 
above the 6,000-foot'altitude, and during the three er four mimtes in which 
the plane was held there the compass began to swing slowly around. Then the 
flight indicator. needle and ball began to slip off ccnter and were repeatedly 
brought back again. Control was undoubtedly being lost. 

Suddenly the airspéed hand swung to zero. Looking away from the instru- 
ments for the first time Liout. Foulk saw to his.constornation that ice had 
formed. The upper surface of the lower wing wos coated about a quarter of an 
inch thick, The struts and wires were fared with it and it had built.out be- 
hind thei about half an inch. This uncomfortable discovery had scarcely been 
mule when the control stick went limp. ‘The airplane began to fall. The spin- 
ning action could not have been very great as it was not highly noticeable,but 
the rate of descent was so fast that a two-thousand-foot altitude was reached 
in seemingly a few seconds. At two: thousand feet, just before coming out of 
the clouds, when the chance of life had fallen lower than a summer stock market, 
and the flicrs were wrapped in a confusion of high, uncontrolled, blind speed, 
the ice sloughed off the wings in a cake. Immediately Licut. Foulk, witha 
great sense of relief, felt. pressure coming back into the stick and drew out of 
the dive. So great had been the downward rush of the planc, however, that the 
result of even the gontle pull+baci on the stick caused a feeling of faintness 
to the fliers. 

In discussing the piling up and erica oft of ice in such a short period 
of time, Captain Thiessen of the Signal Corps had the following comments to make. 
"Upon leaving the ground," he said, "the onan of the airplane were as warm 
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as the surface air, and parts were probably warmer due to the influence of the 
engine and exhaust gases. The rarer atmosphere into which the plane as cendcd 
is more conducive to ranid radiation, hence the surfaces became colder and. 
colder until the temperature fell below the dew point and mndensation of the 
vapor in the clouds took place in the form of ice. When the surface unon ‘hich 
condensation takes vlace is above 32° F., condensation is in the form of water; 
when. below, it is in the form of ice. ‘The plane in descending came into atmos- 
phere above 32°, the warmth of the’ engine tas more effective in warming up the 
plane surfaces, and the ice slid off." 

The plane came out of the clouds in a left spiral deat a mile west of 
Uniontown. In order to be sure that. it was all truc, that they were still 
alive, and that the plane relieved of its "460 load vas in good condition, a 
second landing at Uniontown took place.: All was woll. Washington, however, 
had dravm no nearer Uniontown than before and the important cngagement was 
still scheduled for that night. Again helmeted heads looked anxiously skywrd, 
The weather contimed as stiff-necked and bull-headed as ever. 

At 4:00 p.m, there came a slight break in the clouds through which the 
fliers decided to-try to escape. Licut. Foulk took the plate through the all 
hole up to 10,000 feet. They were then out of the clouds in that vicinity. A 
course was laid for Washington, arid a steady climb contimed up the clouds 
which sloped toward the east and reached 13,000 fect. They kept going east- 
ward. . : 

An tour and fifteen mimtes later they came down threugh a thin area to 
see where they were. It is not known just what charm piece either of the men 
carried, but luck was with them that day. Hider found themselves just five . 
miles west of Baltimore, a landmark they could easily identify, and with a. 
ceiling of 2,000 fect. It was an easy matter from there on to reach Bolling 
Field. The arrival was mde at 5:55 p.m. in good time for Congressman Maas 
to keep his Washington engagement. 

---000---" 


PHILIPPINE AIRMEN PARTICIPATE IN MANSUVERS ON JINX DAY. 


The month of Anril saw the 4th Composite Group, stationed at Cam Nichols, 
Rizal, P.I., engage in rather hoavy acrial activity. On April 2nd the arrival 
of the Transnort GRANT started the shows. The customary meeting of this boat 
was made the subject of a Group manouver. Major W. G. Kilner was in command 
. of this. :ission. As usual, the »ersonnel on board were more than glad to see 
‘that they were being wolcomed and Manila was just around the corner. Then on 
Friday, April 13th, Mejor Kilner again directed the Grovp on a mission to the 
town of Dagupan with a return to Clark Field for the Critique. This maneuver 
was as successful as could be expected on a double jinx day. 

The ‘following Friday saw Major R. P. Cousins cenduct.the Group on a mis- 
Sion to: Olongapo, anc on the 26th Major Wa. Inty, Philippine Scouts, guided 
the Air. Corps flicrs to his old residing place - Batangas. In these maneuvers 
the plane of the Commanding Officer of the Group and each unit, with the oxcp- 
tion of Pursuit, is radio-cquipped, and all orders from the Group Commander 
are dispatched by this means. 

---000--- 


AIRSHIP COMPANY PLACED ON INACTIVE STATUS 


The I2th Airship Comany, stationed at Scott Field, Belleville, T11., was 
rendered inactive on May 16th, and the lst Balloon Company reorganized as an 
active unit on May 17th. The following officers were assigned to the lst 
Balloon Company: Captain Neal Creighton, lst Liecuts. Raynie McCormick, Edgar 
M. Fogelsonger, 2nd Licuts. Robert R. Selway, Jr. and John A. Tarro. 

The company has been equipped and is now awaiting orders for transfer to 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, 


a ae 
SIAMESE OFFICERS TO ATTEND AIR CORPS SCHOOL 


The Secretary of War has directed that Lieut.-Colonel Iwang Amara and 
Major Iuang Deves, Siamese Air Service, be authorized to enter the Air Corps 
Tactical School, Langley Field, Va. for the 1929-1930 course, beginning 
peeeeh. >. 188. ~219- %5907, A.C. 
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FAIRFIELD DEPOT PLAYS HOST TO FIGHTING HOSTS 
-' By thé News Letter Correspondent 


The blue hosts of war came to Fairfield Air Depot and found their tents 
pitched. 

When the blues decided to make Fairfield Air Depot their headquarters, the 
Commanding Officer, Captain Laughlin, procecded to make a good job. He planned 
out the scheme of accommodation and entertainment in general and put all of the 
officers here to work on the details. In the end we could almost hang out a 
sign as: 





8 Officiers 
24 Hommes 
5 Chevesux 











But there was not sufficient time to prepare for such signs as: 





CAVE 
sw 
24 Personnes 











The entire post was blue-printed so that thero was a definite place for all 
the visitors. There were mansions, houses, barracks, and tents for generals, 
colonels, captains and privates. Just think of doughboys arriving and finding 
tents ready for occupancy. Besides the quarters, there were offices for all 
with desks, telephones, etc. 

During the first phase, we naturally rooted for the Blues. Of course, we 
beat, or think we did. Anyway, we fought with the regular. tools of war, where- 
as our opponents, the Reds, came over one day and scattered a rather cheap pink 
sheet over our fair city to break our morale, but this was without avail. 

Then came the. second nhase where the ground troops and air forces were 
used. There was mech tactics and strategy ending in an armistice. Then came a 
grand demonstration of airplanes at F. A. D. on Saturday afternoon, May 25, 
1929, followed by a critique the following Sunday. 

Then came the goodbyes, and the doughboys left without having to strike 
their tents, and got their second surprise. 

---000--- 


MECHANICS COURSE AT THE AIR CORPS TECHNICAL SCHOOL 








The course for General Mechanics - Aircraft Welders, Department of 
Mechanics, at the Air Corps Technical School at Chamte Field, Rantoul, I1l., 
is not, as some think, a combination of Airplane Mechanics and Engine Mechanics, 
but a very thorough course in General Machine Shop Practice as modernized with 
the addition of Aircraft Welding, which fits a graduate for work in any Air 
Corps machine shop. 
The duration of the course is 24 weeks, and if a student qualifies for the 
Advanced Aircraft Welders part, when added to General Mechanics brings the 
total up to 32 weeks. The course commences the first Monday in Jamary, March, 
May, July, September and November. 
The General Mechanics course covers: 
Mathematics, as applied to general machine shop practice, 36 hours; | 
Shop Drafting, principles of drafting, geometrical drawing, mechanical 
drawing and blue-print reading, 36 hours; : 
Essentials of Mechanics, properties and use of metals, care and use of 
hand tools and gencral bench work, 48 hours; 
Forging, principles of forging, forge welding, and the repair and mainten- 
ance of tools, 72 hours; 
Lathes, construction, operation, ie ens see and maintenance of. lathes, 
144 hours; 
Milling Machines and Shapers, construction, operation, adjustment, ané 
maintenance of milling machine and shapers, 114 hours; 
Heat Treating, principles’ of hardening, annealing, and tempering of 
metals, 30 hours; 
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Grinding Machines, construction principles, operation, adjustments and 
maintenance of grindins machines, 60 hours; 

Beto Repair, construction principles, repair and a of tated 

60 hours 
Sesehootylone Welding, care.and use of welding oquipment , principles of 
welding, steel welding practice, 120 hours. 

Total General Mochanics part of course, 720 hours. 

Advanced Welding Part, 240 hours. hi 

Principlcs of welding alumimm and copper alloys, auier: anne btiug and 
construction of tutlar steel structures. 

Total of the complete General Mechanics - Aircraft Welders cours e, 960 
hours. 

There are two enlisted instructors, one general maintenance enlisted 
machinist, and five civilian specialized instructors on permanent duty in this 
course. The most modern machinery is being installed as soon as received and 
the classes are always full with gonerally some on the waiting list. 

Then. the pronosed cexnansion program is put into effect, there will be a 
material increase in the :nwmber of students and instruction personnel which, it 
is believed, will take care of all candidate students. 

---000--- 


LIEUT. DOOLITTLE TO MAXZ SOUTH AMERICAN FLIGHT 


Lieut. James H. Doolittle, the well krown Army flyer, has obtained permis- 
sion from the War Denartment to make a flight to various South American 
. countries betreen the dates of July 15th and August 15th, for the purpose of 
charting a new air mail route, studying flying conditions and to test, develop 
and demonstrate American acronautical oquipment. 

Lieut. Doolittle's itinerary, upon leaving the. continental limits of the 
United States, will be Cuba, Panam, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Bolivia 
‘and Argentina. He will fly a standard Army Pursuit plane (P1-C) specially 
@quippec for this South American trip... He ostimates that he will make about 
twenty flights and that his total flying time will approximate 100 hours. The 
necessary permission has been obtained to fly over the Latin-American countries 
involved. 

For the past several months, Lieut. Doolittle, Ww 1ose regular station is 
Mitchel Field, Long Island, New York, has been conducting fog flying experi- 
ments for the Dantel Gugzerhcim Fund for the Prcmotion of Aeronautics. Of the 
many: flying achievements ¢reditec to this pilot, the most snectacular is his 
successful performance of the outside loop. Ho was the first pilot to perform 
this difficult acrobatic maneuver, which has since been prohibited by the Army 
Air Corps due to the hazard involved. 

emi QO— m= 


A TALK FROM THE AIR IN THE PHILIPPINES 


In order to provide a ‘novelty in the line of entertainnent of the radio 
audience of the Far East, Carm Nichols, P.I., cooperated with the local radio 
station of the Radio Corporation, Philippines, .in putting on a talk from the 
air. This project was first attempted in preliminary tests with a Light Bomber. 
No means were found, however, for cutting out. the motor noises and keeping the 
plane at the desired altitude. A test was next attempted, utilizing an O2-E 
observation plane, and a morning broadcast therefrom. proved satisfactory, so 
that night, at six o'clock, the unseen audience in the Philippines and surround+ 
ing territory hoard for the first time a voice from above the earth speak to 
then. 

--+600--~- 
FLYING CLUB ORGANIZED IN MANILA 
. The business people of the Philippines have come to realize the importance 
and value of air commnication in‘inter-island business, A flying club has been 
organized in Manila and will in time take in the Islands. As in years gone by 
the Engineers and the Signal Corps opened up the Islands, now it- is the Air Corps 
which is giving its assistance in the problems that arise in selecting landing 
ficlds and advice in other technical matters. 
- 221 - y-5907, A.C. 
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NEW MEMBERS FOR THE CATERPILLAR CLUB ¥ 


So far as it has been possible to ascertain, the mumber of: names on the 
roster of the Caterpillar club at this writing totals 129, with 137 emergency 
duips, @ being régcaters, In the issue of the News Letter of April. 26th last, 
the number of lives saved was given as 120, with 127 jumps mades A second de- 
gree member of the Club has been added in the person of Major James Rutledge 
who, while piloting for the Pacific Air Transport, was | twice. forced to resort 
to the parachute in order to save his life. 

The editor of the ri Letter does not mike any claims as to ai olute ac- 
caracy of the Caterpillar Club roster. While it is possible to-keep an accu- 
rate check on military aston moking emergency jumps, this docs not hold true 
in the case of civilian pilots. Air Corps personnel are required, under ex- 
isting orders, to reader a special report whenever an emergency jump is made. 
But the only way informtion can be obtained on such jumps by civilians is to 
scan the newspapers closcly. On more than one occasion a civilian pilot saved 
his life through an energency jump which was never reported to the newspapers. 

It was only through chance that the name of Mojor Rutledge was discovered. 
A feature story on the Caterpillar Club in a Sunday paper mentioned his two 
jumps. Inquiry was made of the Department of Commerce as to whether there was 
anything of record concerning samo, and it was learned that Major Rutledge's 
first jump occurred on December 25, 1927, near San Francisco, Calif., while. 
piloting a Ryan B-i Diane. Eis second jump occurred on March 27, 1928, at 
Orindo, Calif., while piloting a Fokker Universal plane. The cause for these 
two jumps was attributed to bad weather conditions. Further details are 
lacking at this tine, but hopes are being entertained that Major Rutledge will 
furnish same, 

It was learned from a reliable source that Amberse Banks, pilot for the 
Pitcairn Aviation Co., made an emergency jump during the latter »vart of 1927, 
Details covering this jump are also lacking. 

Another jump which was made sometime ago, but never - reported in the News 
Letter, was the one ~ vag ann Mate J.T. Coburn, U.S. Navy, in 1926,- exact 
date not available. s jurp occurred at Oceanside, Calif. Pilot Ianmci, 
U.S. Navy, in Navy Pr "MO" was flying from San Diego to Oceanside. The 
plane was about to land when the proneller failed, cavsing the engine to vi- 
brate from the craft. Coburn jumped with his paracmte end made a safe land- 
ing. The other passengers remained in the plane, and Pilot Ianmuici succeeded 
in gliding down to a safe landing. 

Mr. Temple N. Joyce of the Berliner-Joyce Aircraft Corporation, Baltimore, 
Md., made an emergency jump along about the first of March, this year - he 
does not remember the exact date. His story will be quoted hereinafter. 

Other airmen'who made emergency parachute jumps recently are Messrs. A.&. 
Koch, of the .ehank Aircraft Corporation; Leon \llex, of the Wright Acronaut- 
ical Corporation; Lieut. A. F. Solter and Cadet Floyd Bernard Wood, of the 
Army Air Corps, and Seaman Harold G. Neumann, U.S. Movy.. 

Reports are at hand covering some of the paracmte jumps recently made, 
and these are given below, as follows: 


TEMPLE N. JOYCE, in testing a monoplane from the Hybla Valley Field,near 

Alexandria, Va., voluntarily placed it in a left spin to de- 
termine its recovering characteristics in order to pass the Department of veer 
merce new regulations. 

"After a few turns," Mr, Joyce stated, "it became apparent that the plane 
was going to be difficult to recover, and I. immediately gave full opposite con- 
trols. Instead of responding, the attitude of the plane became increasingly: 
flat until after approximately 2500 to 3000 feet of spinning and several at+ 
terpts to use the gun to aid control, I decided to abandon the plane. * 

The centrifugal forces in a flat spin are generally very high and act to 
the rearward, and in this spin I was pinned so tightly against. the rear of the 
cockpit that the parachute caught under the leather padding of the cowl when I 
attempted to stand up. This delaved my exit for about 500 feet, and finally. 

I abandoned the idea standing up. and rolled over the left side, hoping to 
peel the parachute from under the leather padding, which fortunately worked all 
right. After clearing the plane I pulled the cord and it opened with very . 
little jar, but too close to the plane for comfort, being not over 50 to 75: 
feet below and to the side. Anparently the centrifugal forces in such a spin 
act on the body of the paracmte jumper, forcing a laterally away from the 
-200— V-5907, A.C. 








plane just far enough to be clear.” 

The plane contimed flat spinning and crashed on a road directly teldw me 
with very little damage except to wipe off ‘the landing. gear, buckling the cabane 
struts and bending the longcerons out of pos sition not more than would be cxnected 
from a pancake landing. The cockpits were intact and the wing had no wrinkles 
whatever in the fabric. 

Some moments after the planc crashed I landed.in a tree with no damage or 
bruises and with just a slight hole in the cite which was later repaired. 

I think this is the first record of anyone jurmming safely from a plane 
while in a spin, and I am sure it is the first time it has ever been accomplish- 
ed from a flat snin. I Imow the Navy several months ago appointed a cormittee 
to investigate the proper method of getting out of a plane in a spin, and the 
last incident that I orwenel vas that of Lieut. Barksdale who, unfortunately, 
was cought in the wing. 

Lieut. John H. <0 hag virtually the same.exnerience as Mr. Joyce when. 
he took off from the’ Hyble Valley Ficld on March 16th last for tho purnose of 
flight-testing a monoplane. The plane went into a flat spin and contimed 
spinning until it crashed, despite all the efforts of Lieut. Tilton to regain 
control. He jumped from a low altitude and the parachute saved his life. -Un- 
like Mr. Joyce, however, he experienced no difficulty in leaving the plane. 


A.S. KOCH, test pilot for the Mohawk Aircraft Corporation, Minneapolis, Minn., 
took off from the Wold-Chamberlain Ficld to test one of the. new 

model planes produced by this concern, under abnormal requirenents, with refer- 
ence to spinning. He was unable to bring the ship out of a flat spin. The | 
Syin commenced at 6,500 feet, from which it was impossible to recover after 
maiking twenty-four turns and loosing 3,500 feet of altitude. 

at 3,000 feet Mr. Koch left the ship but did not open his chute until fe 
had dropped approximately 1500 feet, due to the fact that a-strong wind was 
blowing in the direction of the Mississippi River, and he did not wish to take 
chances of making a landing in the water. <A gaod landing was made ina dry 
field without the slightest discomfort to himself..’‘He did not report experien- 
cing any umasual sensation, and landed with the rip cord. ; 


CHARLES W. HOLMAN, Manager of Operations, Northwest Airways, Inc., St. Paul, 
Minn., is ancther commercial pilot who was forced to resort 

to his parachute when flight-testing a plane to meet the Tepartrient of Commerce 
regulations. Mr. Holman jumped on March'l1l, 1929, and he describes his experi- 
ence as follows; 

"On the day in question I took a-small ship in the air to put it through 

a spin test for the Department of Commerce. I tried it first for two turns 

fron which it came out very nicely. I then put it in the spin for four turns 
and attempted to pull it out, dut by that tine it had flettened out, with its 
nose almost flat on the horizon soing around in a small circle. I tried for 


three thousand feet to straightun it out by varague means without results. I 
finally left the ship at eight handred feet. I i pulled the rip cord and the 
cmte opened almost instantaneously, letting mo down fairly easy on a snow 
bank near the field. ae 
As to my reactions I might s r that I had very few other than pomittelg at 


being compelled to leave the ship. pdt have it crash. I have made a fairly 
large mumber of parachute drops for exhibition work, so the idea of leaving 
the ship affected me very little personally and about the only reaction was I 
became entirely convinced of the reliability of the sa sasaeaee te in any Kind of 
work with an airplane." ee 


HAROLD G. NEUMANN, U.S. NAVY, had a thrilling experience, to say the least, 

when he jumoed on June Srd last from a Navy 
Vought Corsair. After pulling the rip cord he made the unpleasant discovery 
that one of the panels of the chute was torn out. Beyond a doubt seconds 
must have seemed like hours to him during the course of his descent to the 
ground. The story of his experience is as follows; 

"We took off from North Island avout nine a.m, made sore practice land- 
ings and then did a little stunting. We flew south almost as far as the 
Mexican border and were a little more than ten thousand feet high when the 
pilot nosed the plane over and dove almost full gun straight down. I belicve 
we had dropped about. two thousand feet when I saw pieces of fabric, torn from 
the right wing, fly past. I turned and looked through the windshield at the 
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lot. He sored to fall or slide forward in his seat. The plane instantly ‘ 
ave a sharp jolt: and seemed to go.into the beginning of an outside loop which 
broke my safety belt and threw me clear at an altitude of about 8,000 feet. 

I scered to be floating along on my back. I had no sense of falling, al- 
though I must have been shooting downward:at a tremendous speed. I pulled the 
ring on the rip cord of ny parachute, felt a jerk and knew that it had opened. 
My heart sank, however, when I looked up at my 'chute, for almost a whole panel 
was torn out. It kept tearing all the time I was coming down and I began to 
think that I would sure splash when I landed. I looked about me and tried to 
see the plane or pilot, but all I could see was big pieces of fabric from the 
wings floating in the air around me. When I was about two hundred feet off the 
ground I saw a farmer in a field below me. I waved to him and he waved back. 
Then I just seemed to shoot downward and landed in soft ground beside a road. 

I landed about a nile from the plane which crashed a quarter of a mile from the 
Mexican border. I am sorry to say that the pilot was killed in the crash. I 
got nothing worse than a fractured — and a slightly sprained ankle out of 
the experience." 


CAPTAIN WILLIAM WINER, Missouri National Guard, tool off from the field at 
Jeffcorson City, Mo., on April 14th, with Lieut. Shapley 
P. Gray as passenger. "We left the field at 5: 50 pem. to go to our home field 
at St. Louis," Captain Wimcr stated, "and as the distance is 100 miles we ex- 
pected to get in beforo dark and even if we were delayed a little we expected 
no trouble in landing, as Lambert Field, St. Louis, is lighted. 

The weather was clear at the take-off, but when we had reached New Haven, 
Mo., about 35 miles from hone; we ran into a bad storm and thick weather which 
forced us to fly at an altitude of 600 fect. As we were closer to home than 
Jefferson City, I kept on, and due to the fact that it was dark now due to the 
tight weather, I could not land where we were, so I cut off the airline track 
to home and followed the Missouri River which was the only landmark visible. 
Everything was 0.K. when we arrived over Gumbo, Missouri, and we had just picked 
up the beacon at Lambert Field, St. Louis, through the rain, when without e 
Single warning sputter the motor quit cold. I was flying over the river at the 
time, watching the shore line over the right side to avoid the highlands on 
shore, and when the motor qiit I zoomd and turned to the right to get over 
land and at the same instant I yelled to Gray to 'take to your chute! because 
I saw no spot to set the ship dovn as there was nothing but trees under us with 
a plowed field too far awzy to reach. 

At the instant I cailed to Gray, he was up on - ne cdge of the rear cockpit 
with one leg over the side and he paused long enough to pull off his gauntlets 
and throw them back in the ship, when he went over ‘the right side. When Gray 
left thé ship we were at 600 feet and as soon as he left I got busy. By the 
time I got out on the left wing of the ship ready to do something the ship had, 
of course, nosed dowa and lost considerable altitude, and then I looked down I 
sensed rather than gauged the distance between me and the rapidly approaching 
trees and realized that if I jurncd and then oyened the cite I would never make 
it, so I decided to trust to a pull off, as I had flown over that territory 
before and Imew that the trees weve 75 to 100 feet high and that my working al- 
titude was reduced by just that mch. After deciding to pull off I held on to 
the center section strut with my left hand and made a grab for the rip cord 
with the right and missed it. I kmew I would miss it as soon as my hand started 
to move as I had not had time to take off my gloves, so I released my hold on 
the ship, grabbed the harress with the left hand and pulled it out in front of 
me so I could see the ring and I SULLED IT with the right hand and it opened. 
The fact that she plane was diving at this time and also due to the fact that Tf 
had released my hold and was then almost horizontal when the chute opened caused 
me to go out under the tail and the chute did not foul on the tail surfaces. 

I felt one oscillation only and the next thing I knew I was suspended in 
the air far above the ground and in between two trees with my chute caught in the 
topmost branches of one of them. I could not reach cither tree and I was afraid 
to swing myself over to one:as I could not see how securely the chute was fas- 
tened and I had visions of the darn thing slipping off the branches and dropping 
me to the ground. I managed, finelly, to turn myself around and saw that by 
Swinging some I could just about touch a twig on the tree behind me and in that 
way pull myself hand over hand into that tree. As soon as that was done I re- 
leased my chutc and there I was 50 feet from the ground and marooned like a 
Squirrel. I decided to slide down the-tree and heln myself if possible, and I 
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haa slid nearly 30 feet when I struck a mot on the tree which broke my hold 
and I fell. the rest of the way to the ground. Iuckily for me I -landed.on my 
seat iin marshy ground, willows and cat tails and aside from a badly spboined 
back mascle I was none the worse for the experience. 
‘I. tried to locate my buddy but he wes not found until the next morning, ; 
and the.chute was still in the pack and the rip cord was still in the pocket. i 
It was evident that he made no attemmt to open the cimte. He got a good break 
in that he left the rear cockpit at: 600 feet while the ship was being steadied, 
in contrast to the fact that I left the front cockpit at 150 feet. 
It takes a mch longer time to read this than it did to act it, and why I 
2. did not jump instead of pull off is more than I can answer, as I can assure you 
ite that I did not hold a council of war on the subject as ‘one might infer from 


pn :. --reading this account. I was up and out and the whole thing was over almost 


we instantly." 


LIEUT. A. F. SOLTER, ATR CORPS, jumped with his paracmmte on May 18th near 
Columbus , Ohio, during the air maneuvers. The 

cause leading to the emergency jump was a collision in the air. It was report- 
ed that one of the planes struck the tail of the other and then burst into 

= flames. An eyewitness said that one ship suddenly became a mass of fire, then 

we plunged to earth. The pilot of the other ship tried vainly to fly it, but it 
went into a tail spin and crashed. The collision occurred at an altitude of 
approximately 15,000 feet. Both pilots attempted to use the parachute. Licut. 
Solter was successful, but Licut. E.L. Meadows' chmte caught in the undercar- 
riage of nis nlane and he was dragged to the ground. Lieut. Solter's statement 
which appeared in a press account of the accident was. as follows: 
.,'. “T was with the 95th Pursuit Squadron, carrying out an attack on Norton 
Ficld. ‘There were 17 ships in my formation. Suddenly we saw a dozen Red 
planes beneath us and hopped on them for the attack. Without warning one of 
the Red ships crashed into the undercarriage of my ship. I was thrown against 
the dash by the inpact, but quickly recovered control of my ship. Then I dis- 
covered that ry gas tank had béen punctured and that the ship was afire. I 
made my get-away as, quickly.as possible and jumped." 


CADET FLOYD BERNARD FOOD, Air Corps, a student at the Advanced Flying School, 
‘Kelly Field, Texas , was flying in a 3-ship formation 
when his plane collided with one piloted dy Cadet L.E. Troup. The planes 
lo dked wings and started falling from an altitude of about 6,000 feet. 
Cadet Wood jumped with his paracmite, landed safely and suffered no injuries. 
Apparently no effort was made by Cadet Trouy to use his parachute, and he was 
_ killed in the crash. The accident occurred on June 13th. 


LEON ALLES, test pilot of the Fright Aeronautical Corporation, leaped nearly 
en 2,000 fcet with a paracmmte on June 11th shortly after taking off 
from the Philadelphia Nevy Yard on a trip to Teterboro,‘N.J. 

According to a press account of the accident speétators saw the engine 
detach itself from the fuselage'and strike a sand pit a short distance from the 
Delaware River. Allen quickly adjusted the parachute and perilously climbed 
along the wing of the ship. Jwming, Allen was stunned when the wing tip 
grazed his forehead, and he descended more than 200 feet before the parachute 
opened, He missed a tree and was nearly submerged in the swamp md before a 
15-year old boy saw his plight, waded through the mire and succeeded in loosing 
the parachute from Allen's body. Railroad workmen nearby helped to rescue 
Allen and one of thom telephoned the hospital. An ambulance arrived on the 
scene in short order and the stunned airman was taken to the hospital where 
it was ascertained that he suffered cuts above the eyes and:injuries to his 
back.His condition was described as "fair" and he was,.kept in bed for several 


days. 








---099--- 
NEW AIRPLANES FOR es AIR CORPS 






Contracts were recently approved by the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant 
Secretary of War for Aviation, calling for a total of 162 new airplanes for the 
Arny Air a a which will involve an expenditure of approximately five million 
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dollars. Ninety of these planes, a new Pursuit type designated as the P-l2-B 
and mamufactured by the Boeing Airplane Company, are powered with a "Wasp" air- 
cooled engine. Ten planes of this type ‘were previous ly delivered to the Air 
Corps for trial and proved to be satisfactory. This marks the first time in the 
history of the Air Corps that quantity production has been started on a } wereees 
plane which is powered with other than a water-cooled engine. 

Of the remaining 72: planes contracted for, 41 are 0-lE Curtiss Observation 
type, 28 are Curtiss A-33 Attack typ$ and three are experimental types. These 
three cxperinental planes,” which, upon coripletion, will be sent to the Materiel 
Division, Wright Fiocld, Dayton, Ohio, for exhaustive test to determine their - 
suitability for Air Corps uso, aro radical departures from service type planes 
heretofore used in tho Army. ‘Two are desiguated as the X027, and are bi-motored 
3-seater monoplanes, observation type, mamfactured by the Foker Company. The 
remining experimental plane is a two-seater pursuit type, memufactured by the 
Berliner-Joyce Aircraft Corporation, 

As all pursuit ships uscd by the Air Corps up to the present time have been 
single-seater types, and 211 observation planes single-ongined two-seater types, 
these experimental planes rill afford experimental work of an exceedingly inter- 
esting nature to the Air Corps Materiel Division at Wright Field and the test 
pilots on duty there. 

---000--- 


MARCH FIELD OFFICERS WITNESS SMOKI SNAKE DANCE 


Led by Major Millard F. Harmon, Commanding Officer of the Air Corps Pri- 
mary Flying School at March Field, Riverside, Calif., 13 officers and two non- 
commissioned officers flew cross-country to Prescott, Arizona, and while there 
attendec the ninth anmual Smoki Snake Dance which are presented anrmally by the 
Smoki people at Prescott. ‘This is an organization composed of male citizens of 
Prescott and vicinity, who have joined together for the purpose of perpetuating 
Indian customs and traditions primarily through the medium of ceremonial dances. 
The. dances presented this ycar were the Turkey Hunt Dance, Green Corn Dance, 
Welcome to the Storm, Butterfly Dance Song anc finally the ceremonial Snake 
Dance. This last was extremely impressive and.even though the dancers used 
bull snakes instead of the customary rattle snakes used by the Indians, it 
caused many peculiar feelings to see them dancing around with a large snake in 
one hand and another seized tightly in their teeth. 

The officers participating in the cross-country flight to Prescott, in 
addition to Major Harmon, were Captain J.H. gee lst Licuts. P. W. 
Timberlake, W. H. Hardy, %.C. Goldsbormgh, N. F. Twining, B.J. Tooher, Kenneth 
Garrett, J.M. Bevans, L.D. Weddington, W.B. Clark, 2nd Lieuts. C. W. Davies, 
R.E. Fisher, F.C. Wolfe, ard Sergeants L.F. McKenna and Gilmore. 

Major L. A. Walton joined the party with his brother and sister-in-law by 
automobile at Prescott, and flew one of the ships on the return flight. 

The airplanes used were one PW-9 and nine O02-K's. The flight to Prescott 
was made in two hours and fifty mimtes without incident. The planes landed at 
Ernest E. Love Field, and considerable assistance was given by local people in 
Staking down and covering planes, thanks being particularly due to Mr. Gale 
Gardner, an ex-Air Corps officer, who is a resident of Prescott. The return 
flight was made again without incident against a fairly stiff wind in 3 hours 
and twenty minutes. 

Lieut. Barney Tooher brought heme an airplane load of bull snakes that had 
served their usefulness for the dance and turned them loose on the flying field 
so that they might exterminate the gopners. If Barrey sees snakes now, he has 
only himself to blame, 

---600--- 


MAJOR SPATZ ASSUMES COMMAND OF 7th BOMB. GROUP 


The 7th Bombardment Group, stationed at Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., 
is now functioning under the command of Major Carl Spatz, Air Corps. This 
Group was. formerly only a Provisional Sonbardment Group. The 95th Pursuit 
Squadron, the only active. smadron at present in the 17th Pursuit Group, is 
assigned to the 7th Sombardincnt Group. 
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INSURANCE FOR AVIATORS 


All Air Corps officers will be interested to know that a very thorough 
study of a problem which is most vital to them - Insurance - is to be conducted 
“under the direction of the Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of Aeronautics. 
Captain Ray A. Dunn, Air Corps ,,.who has been studying the subject of insurance 
for officers of the Air Corps for the past five years, and who has ‘been endeavor- 
inz to sccure aviation insurance at reasonable premium rates, will be associated 
with the Guggenheim Fund in conducting this study. 

All officers are familiar with the difficulties encountered in their at- 
tempts to secure insurance coverage and the exorbitant extra premium rates charg 
“ed by insurance companies for pilots. 
hh Civilian pilots and others connected with commercial aviation have had the 
same difficulty, and it is for this reason that the Guggenhoim Fund is conduct- 
“ing this survey. The ultimate object of the survey will be to present insurance 
underwriters with an accurate analysis of aviation risks involved, with a view 
” ‘to convincing them that aviation insurance can'be safely written, and at 
nominal rates. . 

Several insurance companies are now accepting Air Corps esciuiiid. but the 
extra premium rates charged are so unreasonable that the insurance becomes pro- 
hibitive. Officers who contemplate taking out additional insuranco at this 
time should be extremely careful of the contract they make with the insurance 
comany. Many agents, not fully conversant with the aviation insurance contract, 
misrepresent their company by making statements and promises to the apnlicant 
which are not included in the contract. Captain Dunn will be glad to assist 
any officer interested in planning their insurance program, with advice on best 
“forms of contracts, reliability and standing of commanics, or give any other 
general insurance advice requested. He can be addressed in care of The Daniel 
Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of Aeronautics, Inc., 598 Madison Aveme, 

- New York City. 
. by ---000--- 


CLARK FIEZLD PILOT PERFORMS FANCY SHOOTING 


The News Letter Correspondent from Clark Ficld, Pampanga, P.I., reports 
that on April 29th Bill Irvine stopped out with the high gunnery score for the 
year. Out of fifty; rounds he got 46 hits of which thirty-two were bull's eyes. 
His score was 213 out of a possible 250. Everyone was interested, and after 
checking it was found that a new gun had been mounted on Lieut. Irvine's plane. 
‘A rather interesting test followed, using a new and old barrel. With the for- 
‘mer a pattern at 400 fect was made which could be covered with a hat. The otd 
gun fired a pattern about five feet in diamater. | . 

In consequence of the above test, all ships will be equipped with new 
guns. 

-~--000--- 


ROCKWELL FIELD AIRMEN RETURN FROM THE MANEUVERS 


Back from a series of maneuvers at Norton and Wright Fields, Ohio, 23 air- 
planes, under the command of Major Carl Spatz, A.C., landed at Rockwell Field, 
Coronado, Calif., on May 3lst. The airplanes left Rockwell Field on May 10th 
for the purpose of participating in the Army Maneuvers in Ohio. As an example 
of how fast the airplanes moved across the country, they took off from 31 Paso 
at 4:40 a.m., May 3lst, and the Pursuit type, fastest of the flight, landed at 
Rockwell Field at 10:15 a.m. The six LB-7 Bombers arrived at Rockvell an hour 
later and the Transports an hour after that. Among the Transports was "Old No. 
1," the airplane which aided in refueling the "Question Mark" on its famous 
endurance flight, and which was designated to refuel the bomber that "attacked" 
New York City from Dayton, Ohio. 

One death was reported during the maneuvers, 2nd Lieut. E.L.. Meadow, of 
the 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, being killed in a collision between 
his airplane and one piloted by 2nd Lieut. A. F. Solter, also of the 95th 
Pursuit —- Lieut, Meadow's body was shipped to nis home in Tennessee. 
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a STORY wtGur’ FLIGHT TO ETHEL FIELD, N. z. 


- projected hisht ‘flight’ frou shiane Piola, D.C., to’ Mitchel Field, L. 2. 
Yew York, on June 14th; “by officers on duty’ in the Office of the:Chief of the. 


Air Corps was’ rudely nigned in the bud by various forces of nature. Jupitor 
Pluviug staged a real party that night and was ably assistdd by his trusty 
. henchnen Erebus, the fiery-bearded Thor - riding full tilt in his rumbling 
chariot, Qld Boreas and that have : ‘you. The Arzy flyors were simply not invited 


and finally abandoned their attemt ‘to break in on the party. 
A weather report obtained: ‘at°10;00 p.m, indicated good flying conditions 
between Tashing ton and Wow Yor, save for a 500-fooet ceiling at Trenton, N.J., 


and the airmen decided to buat tho storm, if-possibld.’ Tho first to take off 


was‘ Captain Earold M. Mcdlelland, accompanied by Cantain Dudloy 3. Howard. He 
was immediately followed ty Lieut. Dlwood 2. Quesade, accompanied by Corporal 


.Peul 3. Magaman, mechanic. 


Approaching Baltimore, occasional lightning flashes were noted ahead. ‘The 


“lights of the Mommental City could be clearly scen. Upon passing Baltimore, 


however, the ground was partially obscured by broken clouds at about 1500 fect 
altitude. Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md., was passed over shortly after eleven 
o'clock ‘and ‘while no clouds were encountered at this voint, vivid flashes of 
lightning to the left indicated ‘the ayproach of a thunder storm. Presently, 


_ tha moon and stars’ disappeared ani the flyers ran into a heavy rain which seem- 


6d ta come out of a’ snall dlacit' ‘cloud. The visibility ahoad aypcared to be 5 
good, but lightning flashed ' contimally. ‘The downpour became so heavy that 
Cantain McClelland started to return to Aberdeen Proving Grounds. In a few mo- 
nents. the flyers ran out of the. rain and the lights. of a town could be seen 
ahe ad ° 

' Turning, vorth again and crossing the Elk River, snec clouds were encoun- 
tered, -as well as a driving rain which cut the: airmen's faces. A gusty wind 
tossed both planes about viciously. ‘Thore’was' no horizon in sight and every- 
thing was inky blaclmess. Suddenly, Lieut. Quesada's plane vanished in the 
darkness and was not seen again. Captains McClelland and Howard were blinded 
time and again “by the lightning ‘flashes and the latter stated that it was 


about the worst storm hoe had ever encountered. 


After about five mimtes of rouch going in tho cloud, Caxtain McClelland 


‘emerged therefrom and started circling avout in the hope of locating Lieut. 


Quesada. His altitude at the time was about 3,000 feet. Winding no sign of 
the missing plane, he turned northward, Although there were broken clouds 
overhead, the visibility was good. Wilmington, Del., was sighted at 11:40 

pem. and, while the city was clearly visible, indieations pointed to a dense © 
storm raging to the north of tho city. Swinging southward, Captain McClelland 
located the Sellanca Aircraft Factory and ficld at New Castle, Pa. His attempt 
to arouse the watchmen at the factory by "jazzing" his engine proved success- 
ful, for very soon thereafter the flood lights on the ficld were turned on. 
These did not, however, illuminate: the ground sufficiently to warrant attempting 
a landing, - and it was impossible to distinguish the wind cone. 

A paracimte flare released by Captain McClelland did its work well. ‘The 
ficld was brightly illuminated, and by watching its drift it was possible to 
determine accurately the direction of the wind. After the first flare had 
burned out, a second flare was i ir as to assist in “the landing, which was ef- 


fected at 11;50 p.n. 


Taxying to the line in front of the Jellanca factory, the airmen were : 
greeted by the factory watchmen and several other persdns who were cager to exo 
tend every assistance possible. It appears that these men had gathered to- 
ecther broken boxes, papery ctc., in a frantic effort to build a'bonfire on the 
field to assist the airmen in makinz‘a’s safe landing. 

_, Noting the aporoach of a storm, the ‘plane was staked dowm and Cahtains 
McClelland and Howard spent several hours of watchful waiting’ in the hope of 
being able to contimue their flight to Mitchel Ficld that night. Their vigil 
was in vain, for there appeared to be no Sign of any let-up in the rain, and 
they finally decided to locate a place to sleep. Finding.a couple of seat 
cushions, they climbed on a tall table in the factory building, and in less 
time than it takes to tell it Captain Howard was wrapped in the arms of 


Morpineus. Eo had had the previous experience of sleeping’ during hunting trips 


on such insecure places as the lirbs of. trees, so to him the table appeared to 
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be a comfortable resting place. .-Not so in the ease of Captain McClelland, 
however. ‘The altitude of the table disturbed him and what little ‘sleep he did 
obtain was broken ever so often by his attcrpts to keep one eye focussed on the 
nearby edge of the table, for to have dropped off ‘would have been not s0 good. . 

When morning came the field was blanketed by a fog, which dissipated suf- 
ficiently by six o'clock to enable the two Caytains to resume their. journey to 
Mitchel Field, where they landed. at 7:17 a.m. 

When Lieut. Quesada became separated from his companions during the violent 
storm, he decided to retura to Bolling Ficld, Conditions were not mich hotter 
when he reached Jeltimore, and it was necessary. for him to circle the beacon at 
Logan Ficld for thirty. nimtes before the weather cleared sufficiently to per- 
mit. him to resure his journey. The Air Mail plane. was down at Logan Ficld,. 
which was proof enoush to him that the weather was "not so good" ahead. Lieut. 
Quesada landed at Solling Field at 12:20 a.r., none. the worse for his nee: 
ence and anxious to try it again. 

Cantain Horard anvormmnin stated that an interesting feature of any night 
flying is the vision-impairing effect of light. In a storm the effect is aggra 
vated by the reflecting quality of clouds, falling raindrops and the wet sur- 
faces of the aircraft structure. Although the running lights are shielded on 
the side toward pilot and observer, light is reflected into their eyes by the 
mirrors just mentioned. Even the propeller reflects light. The exhaust. 
flames are »rincipal sources of light for propeller reflection because of the 
use of short exhaust stacks from the individual cylinders of the motor. Exhaus 
manifolds with pipes leading aft of the cockpits would eliminate this objec- 
tionable feature, but short stacks are desirable because they reduce. the fire 
hazard. Cockpit lights mst de used sparingly at night, especially in a storn, 
The pilot must look at his instruments occasionally and so cannot avoid the, use 
of a light at such times. The observer on a military observation, mission 
should refrain from any use of lights, if possible. He should be so, thoroughly 
familiar with. the country over which the mission is flown that reference to a 
may is unnecessary. A record of observations can be written in the dark by use 
of a special writing guide. 

The. time of each observation can be recorded by a time stamp. i Radio can 
be used in the dark. The observer must. be able to gaze at the ground below 
continously without intervening flashes of aircraft-carried lights in order 
that his. eyes may be maintained accustomed +o the darknoss; otherwise, he will 
fail to see ground objects clearly enough for aceurate identification. 

More. important than the vision-impairing effect of local lights is the 
need for an efficient flight attitude indicator which will not be affected by. 
air gusts and other disturbing conditions. 

ae ee ---000--- 


SOUVENIR HUNTERS STILL ON THE JOD 


Three airplanes from Camp Nichols, P.I., piloted by Captain Charles 
Pursley, Lieuts. Alfred Lindeburg and E.M. Morris, respectively, were recently 
flown cross-country to Mindoro. (Captain 3. Giles, Lieuts. D.M, Reeves, J. G. 
Salsman, lst Sst. Mike Hamer and Staff Set. J. E. McDonough petites the 
flight. Various items, such as old cigars, matches, cigarettes, broken .watches 
assorted coins, worn-out flashlights, etc., were taken along in the hope of 
trading with the hill pecple of Mindoro. On one morning a trip was made via 
narrow, gauge..to the base of the hills where the Manyans were suposed to be. 
They weren't, resuiting in all articles intended for trade were brought back ir 
anticipation of another expedition. 

Lieut. Dache McC. Reeves secured detached service for one week and hied 
himself to the hills behind Camp Stotsenburg in an endeavor to acquire a ship 
load of bows, arrows, bolos, rainment, ctc., from the Negritos of that locality. 
This is Lievt. Reeves' second expedition into this country, and it is expected 
he will return heavily ladon. ; 

, ---200--- 


SPIDENTS GRADUATE FROM AIR CORPS TECENICAL S CHOOL 


A total of 71 stucents - officers and enlisted men - graduated from variou! 
courses conducted at the Air Corps Technical School, Chamte Field, Rantoul fll. 
during the month of May. Captains William C. Thomas, Paul C. Durbim and John 
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Roney Wright, Air reread lst Licuts. Wallace R. Hillford, Washington National 
Guard, and Fredericz P, Sansom, Connecticut National Guard, sens from the 
three months' course in Acrial Photogrnphy, May 27th. 

On May 4th, 13 enlisted men of tho U.S. Army and Licut. Rudolfo Mendoza of 
the Guatehalan Army, vore cracunated from the Engine Mochanics course. On the 
same date ten enlisted men of the Army were graduated from the course in 
General Photography. 

Graduating on “ay 25th were § onlisted men from the U.S. Army; one noncom 
missioned officer from the lO&th Observation Squadron, Tennessee National Guard, 
and one noncommissioned officer from the lOlst Observation Squadron, Massacm- 
setts National Guard, from the Armorers Course - 15 onlisted men of the U.S. 
army from the Crew Chicfs Course - 9 enlisted men of the US..Army from the 
General Photography Course - 10 enlistod men of the U.S. Arnys;. one noncormnis- 
sioned officer, 107th Observation Squadron, Michigan National Guard; one non- 
commissioned officer, 120th Observation Squadron, Colorado National Guard; and 
one noncormissioned officer from the 106th Observation Squadron, Washington 
National Guard, from the Radio Course. 

On. June 3rd classes ccrmoneced in the following courses: Armorers, Crew 
Chiefs, General Photography and Radio Mechanics and Operators. ' 

Tue. to the school cloging during August; the Parachute Riggers class, 
scheduled to start July lst, commenced work a weck earlier to permit it to be 


' graduated on August 3rd. 


Since the now Director of the Mechanics Devartment arrived on the "scene 
of action," offices, shops, lecture rooms, buildings, etc., are being repaired 
and painted, and training manuals are being prepared ina jiffy. ° 

Daring the month of May there were 18 classes undergoing instruction in 
the Department of Mechanics, consisting of 196 students. -Four classes started 
instruction and two classes: graduatad. 

The personncl roster of the Denartment of Mechanics, Air Corps Technical 
School, shows 3 officers, 29 enlisted mon ‘and 22 ¢ivilian employees for duty on 
the permanent rolls during the month of May. ; 

---600--- 


NSW OFFICERS FOR THE AIR COxPS 
As a result of the examination held March 18 - 23, 1929, of candidates for 


commission in the Air Corps, Regular Army, the folloving qualified flyers from 
the enlisted ranks and from civil life were tcendcred appointments as 2nd Lieut- 
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enants, with assignnent to Air Corps stations, 


To Selfridse Field, Mich. 
Edward Harrison Alexander 
Rassell Allan Cone 
Edwin Roland French 
Paul Mueller Jacobs 
Willian Maurice Morgan 
Raloh Colwibus Rhudy 
Kenneth Austin Rogers 
Kingston Eric Tibbetts 
Edward Eolmes Underhill 
N Harrelson Warren 





To Mitchel Field, L.I., New York. 
Robert Kirkland Black - 
Robert Edward Lee Choate, Tech.Set. 
Charles Dibrell Factor 
Senjamin Scovill Kelsey 
Tharns Robert Starratt 
Harry Johnson Zimmerman 

To Maxwell Field, Ala. 
Albert Boyd 
Lambert Snencer Callaway 
Isaac Willian Ott 
John Williams Persons 

To Fort Sem Houston, #oxas. 


John Joseph Keough 
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as follows:. 


To Lansley Field, Va. 





Frank Alton Armstrong, Jr. 
Wn, Rsabeelenen Bentley, Jr. 
William Tramen Colman . 

Edwin Minor Day 

Harley Ray Grater 

Dudley Durward Hale 

Baywood Shepherd Hansell, Jr. 
Leonard Franklin Harman 
Enery Jamison Martin 

Ralph Aldrich Murphy 

William Albert Matheny 
William Pryor Sloan 

Edwin Lee Tucker 

Roginald F. Ci Vance 

James Eerbert Wallace 

Jack Veston Wood 

Fort Crockett, Texas: 





Horbert Leonard Grills 
George Frost Kinzie 


Richard Eenry Lee 


Willian Lece:1 Lee 
William. Houston Maverick 
Thoms ‘Lee Mosley 
Clarence Kennedy Roath 
Raymond Lloyd Winn 
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To Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif, To Crissy Field, Calif, 











John Patrick Kenny _ Kenneth Clinton 3rown 
Sam Williamson Cheyney . * Walter Archibald Fenander 
David Dunbar Graves Trenholm Jones Meyer 
Lewis R. Parker Elwell Adolphs Sanborn 
Robert Wilson Stewart. To Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 
Alien Joslyn Mickle on Richard Irvine Dugan 


James Wayne McCauley 
Of the niniontins newly appointed officers of the Arny Air Corps, four 
are full-fledged members of the Caterpillar Club by virtue: of the fact that 
they jumped in an erergency with their parachutes from planes during flight 
in order to reach the ground safely, These four ated poremeadl are - 
Lieuts. Dugan, Morgan, Sanborn and Winn. 
---000-~- 


4 ROUND TRIP S200-NTES. TRANS OONTIMENEAL "FLIGHT 


Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Army Air Corps, will attempt a round trip flight 
from Mitchel Ficld, Nev York, to San Francisco and return, early in July. The 
flight will probably begin July 2nd or 3rd, depending upon weather conditions 
and whether or not several test flights to be made before the take-off will 
have Deen completed by that time. 

4 standard Arny Air Corps pursuit plane of _ Curtiss "Hawk" type, equip- 
ped with the new 600 horsepower Curtiss "Conqueror" motor, will be used by 
Captain Hoyt. The flight was authorized by the Army Air Corps early in the 
Spring for the purpose of testing the performance of the new motor in Army pur- 
suit planes and to cemonstrate as well the mobility of Army aircraft over great 
distances. 

Inasimch as it is expected that Cantain, Hoy will bo able to make the 
5,500 miles involving the round trip at aniaverage speed of 150 miles an hour - 
if wind and weather conditions ore normal - it is hoped that he will complete 
the flight in a total fIyine time of about 36 hours. This includes a minimum 
of 1 hour and twenty mimites consumed in refuelin;; at Davenport, Iowa, and 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, on his westward as well as on his east bound trip, but does 
not include the five hour rest period Captain Hoyt intends to allow himself in 
San Francisco after his arrival there. 

In weather conditions are favorable ani the performance of the ship is sat- 
isfactory, Cartain Eoyt will leave Mitchel Ficld one minute after midnight on 
July end or 6rd. His firs t stop will be Dayenport, Iowa, 900 miles from New 
York. He will then proceed to.Cheyenne, a distance of 750 miles, from which 
place he will have 1,000 miles to go ot Tol he reaches San Francisco. Captain 
Hoyt's schedule calls for a maximum of 20 mimtes at each of the refueling 
points. The tiny persuit plane which has a wing spread of 31 fect and weighs 
only about 3,000 pounds fully loaded, has been at the Curtiss factory in Long 
Island for several weeks underzoing such minor changes as have been necessary 
to install special gas tanks giving the craft a fuel capacity of 250 gallons 
against its normal capacity of 100 gallons. This has been’ done by utilizing 
all available space between the motor and the pilot's cockpit, by increasing 
the capacity of the emergency tank suspended under the ship and by installing a 
tank in the center of the upper wing. It is expected that the craft will be 
ready for flight tests at Mitchel Ficld very shortly. 

ees ---000---. 


‘WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS Garr Geee 


Changes of Station: Major John N. Reynolds, Mitchel Field, to Langley 
Field, Va., upon expiration of leave of absence, 
: Major Henry H. Arnold, upon expiration of, present course of instruction at 
Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to Wright Field, 0. 
Captain Roger S. McCullough from duty as student, Air Corps Tactical School 
at Langley Field, to Scott Field, Ill. 
lst Liewt. Wendell H. Brookley, Brooks Field, Texas, to Wrig ght Field, Ohio. 
Ist Lieut. Will W. White, upon expiration of present course of instruction 
at’ Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mas#., to Wright Field, 0. 
-Assigmnent of lst Lieut. Alfred A. Kessler, Jr., from Air Corps Enginecer- 
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ing School to West Point, N.Y., speciation he maine assigned to Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Ohio. 

Major E. L. Hoffman from Tunken | Airport: Masinntt, O., and from duty 
with Departmont of Commerce, to. Materiel Division, Wright Ficld, Dayton, 0. 

Orders dirccting end. ‘Lieut. William 0. Eareckson to proceed from Scott 
Field to Primary Flyinc School, Brooks Ficld, Texas, revoked. 

lst Lieut. George G. Innudborg-from Scott Field to Langley Ficld, Va. 

lst Licut. George 0. Roberson, Chamate Field, I11., to Walter Reed General 
Hospital, Washington, D.¢., for observation and treatment. ; 

lst Lieut. Earle E. Partridge, Kelly Field, Texas, to United States Mili- 
tary Acadeny,. West, Point, N.Y., for dmty. about August 24, 1929, 

2nd Licut. George R. Gecr, 59th Service Squadron, Langley Ficld, to Boston, 
Mass., for duty with Organized Reserves, lst Corps Arca, 

end Licut. Edvard E. Waite, Scott Ficld, Ill., to Primary Flying School, 

Brooks Ficld,. Toxas, for training July 1, 1929. 
lst Licut. George P. Toirtellot, Air Corps nenuibiitite School, Dayton, .. 
to Bolling Field, D.C. 
Following officers. to sail.for Hawaiian Dopartnont, October sth - lst Lt. 
Jos oph | W. Benson, Scott Field; 2nd Lieuts. Joe L. Loutzernheiser, Chamte Field; 
Edgar R. Todd, Pope Field, N.C.; sailing about : ‘Noverber 6th - 2nd Licuts. John 
Ee Dallig gan and Edgar T. Noyes of March Field, Calif. 

Myon completion of present tour of duty in Hawaiian Department, lst Lts. 
Russell J. Minty and Carlyle H. Ridenour: to Wright Field, Ohio; Jst Lieut. John 
Me. Weikert to Chanute Ficld; 2nd Licut:.Norme Ds Frost to March Field, Calif.; 
end Lieut. Clarence §. Thorpe to March Field.. 

lst Lieut. Guy L.: McNeil, Chamte. Field, to Birminghan, Ala., as Instruc- 
tor, Air Corps, Alabama National: Guard. 

lst Lieut. Lloyd Darnett, Instructor:Air Corps, Alabama National Guard, 
Birminshan, Ala., to Marshall Field; Fort Riloy,. Kansas. 

2né Lieut. Rogers A. Gardner, Crissy Field, to Lansley Field, Va. 

.Relicved from Detail to the Air Corps: end Licut. Paul D. ny to the 
6lst Coast Artillery, Fort Monroe, Va. 

lst Licut. James L. “helchel, Coast. Artillery, to: Signal corps with station 
at Fort Monmouth, NJ. 

end Lieut. David S. Loughborough to Infantry, 2nd Division, Fort Sen: 
Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Carroll N. Pearco to 20th Infantry, Fort D.A. Russell, Wyoming. 

2nd Liout. Artmr A.G. Kirchhoff, Corps @f Engincers, to duty as student 
at Cornell naseoserri yay Be Ithaca, W.Y.. : 

Transferred t: the Air Corps; 2nd Lieut. Sarmcl J. Simonton, Field Artil- 
lery, June 10, 1929, with rank from June 14, 1927. ; 

: lst Liout. Cecil E. Henry, Infantry, wed 31, 1929, with rank tim March’ 
4, 1929, 
xeserve Officers to extended active sos and Licut. Ray Hubert Doudreaux, 
Crissy Field, Juno 30, 1929, to Fobruary 23, 1930. 
end Liout. Stephon G. McEniry, Maxwell Field, Ala., to June 27, 1930. 
end Lieut. William Charles Kingsbury, June 30, 1929, to Dec. 29, 1929. 
eni Licut. Albert I. Patrick, Maxwell Fiold, to June 27, 1939. 
end Licut. Ernest A.E. Pratt, July 11, 1929, to Jan. 10, 1930. 
end Lieut. Bert Paul Meyen, Selfridge Ficld, Mich. , June 28, 1929, to 
June’ 27, 19350. 
lst Licut. Joseph Ralph Hargrove to June 20, 1930; 
lst Licut. Norfleet. G. Bone, June 40, 1929, to Nov. 22, 1929. 
Ist Lieut. Joseph’ R. Reed, June 30, 1929, to June 30, 1930, Dodd Ficld, Tex. 
end Licuts. Myron E. Lackey and Joseph L. Mort onson, crissy Field, Calif., 
July 1, 1929, to June 30, 1930. ; 
end Lieut. Paul Heffner, Post Ficld,’ Fort Sill, Okla., to June 9, 1930. 
end: Lieut. Trevor Kenyon,’ Selfridge Field, Mich., to June 30, 1930. 
Resisnoation: 2nd Licut. George Charles McGinley. 
: <a 














8 

The Hon. F. Trubec Davison, Aostiitant Secretary of War for Aviation, visit- 
ea the 9th Corps Area during the middle of May. The general interest manifested 
in his visit is a very definite indication of public alertness #0 and eagerness 
for aeronautical expansion and development, both military and civilian, on the 
Pacific Coast. 
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LIEUT. PATRICK MAKES EXTENDED CROSS-COUNTRY ‘FLIGHT 


The following report was just received from Kelly Field, Texas, covering 
an extended cross-country flight made by lst Lieut. F.I. Patrick, Operations’ 
Officer on duty at that fields. 

"Devarted from Kelly Field, 7350 A. “i June lst, flying course as plotted 
on Rand-McNally State Map. Weather donditions fair, with tail wind and low 
clouds to Austin, Texas. At Austin the ceiling was unlimited to Muskogee, with © 
tail wind all the way. Many emergency landing fields were noted all along the 
route, but on account of many récent rains. lending would have been hazardous. 


‘Arrived Muskogee, 12:00 moon. 


"Departed from Muskogee, 1900 P.M., fixing course plotted om Rand-McNally 
State Map. Flying conditions excellent. Many landing fields were noticed, 
but most of them under water, due to the recent heavy rains. Arrived at 
Kansas City, 3:05 P.M. ee 

"Departed from Kansas City Municipal Airdrone, 9:10 A.M., June 3rd, fly- © 
ing course plotted on Rand-McNally State Map. Suitable landing fields were 
few. Strong head winds were encountered and all country flown over showed 
recent heavy rains, with streams full and overflowing their banks. Arrived 
Scott Field, 12:05 P.M. 

"Departed from Scott Field, 1:05 P.M. . Flying conditions excellent, with 
strong, south wind. Route flown as plotted.on Rand-McNally State Map. Many 
landing fields were noticed en route. Arrived Wright Field,, 4:30 P.M. 

"Departed from Wright Field, June 5th, 10:00 A.M. Course. flown as plotted 
on Airway Strip Map to Moundsville. Rand-McNally State Map was used from 
Moundsville to Bolling Field. Excellent weather was encountered during the 
entire trip.. Many possible landing fields in Ohio but few after leaving 
Moundsville for Washington. Arrived Bolling Field, 1:10 P.M. 

"Departed from Bolling Field, 10:20 ‘A.M., June 7th... Flew course as plot- 
ted on Sttip Map. Few landing fields were noticed en route. Flying conditions 
excellent. Arrived Langley Field, 11:40 A.M. 

"Departed from Langley Field, 10:50 A.M., June 10th. Flying conditions, 
fair, with 20-mile head wind; cciling from 700 to 1000 feet, with intermittent 
fog and rain. Ceiling lifted te 3000 feet after first hour's flying. Flew 
direct course from Langley to Wilmington, Delaware. Few landing fields were - 
noticed en route. (Was delayed at Langley cone day, account of dangerous fly- 
ing conditions.) Arrived Mitchel. Field, 2:55 P.M. (Strip Map used.). 

"Departed from Mitchel Field, 9:35 A.M., June l2th. Flying conditions 
excellent; 20 mile head wind. Few landing fields were noticed en route. Ar- 
rived Albany, 11:05 A.M. (Rand-McNally State Map used.) 

"Devarted from Albany, 11:30 A.M., June 12th, using Rand-McNally State 
Map. Flying conditions excellent; ceiling unlimited. Many landing fields 
were noticed. Rain and fog encountered at Rochesier. Flew at altitude be- 
tween 100 and 300 feet for the last two hours. Landed Buffalo Airport,2:35 P.M. 

"Departed from Buffalo, 10:40 A.M.,. June 14th, using Rand-McNally Map of 
Canada. Ceiling, 2000 feet; strong south wind; many available landing fields. 
Generator field coils took fire and burned in the air; otherwise, no motor 
trouble. Arrived Selfridge Field, 1:40 P.M. 

"Departed from Selfridge Field, 8:30 A.M., June 15th, flying course plot- 
ted on Rand-McNally State Map; flying conditions excellent; 20 mile south wind; 
many available landing fields. Arrived Scott Field, 1:20 P.M. 

"Departed from Scott Field, 2:10 P.M.; June 15th. “Flying conditions ex-' 
cellent; strong south wind; many available landing fields, with the exception 
of the terfitory between Monett, Missouri and Neosho ‘River. sath Muskogee, 
6:25 P.M. (Strip Map used.) 

"Departed from Muskogee, 9:00 A. “ ~— 16th, using Rand-MeNally State 
Map; styong south wind; flying conditions, SnOnE Res. Arrived Kelly Field,. 
Texas, 2:35 P.M. 

"Type of airplane used, A-3A; average gas: indadattiiind: approximately 22 
gallons per hour; average oil consumption, approximately 1 pint per hour; 
total flying time, 42 hours and 50 minutes. With the exception of the gener- 
ator burning out, no mechanical trouble was experienced during the flight." 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


vicnemen( OG) aco, 


March Ficld, Riverside, Calif.,id:ne (17th. 





The many friends of Capt. Andy Smith; Medical Corps, Flight Surgeon, will 


be glad to learn of his return home from Letterman Hosnital,. where he has becn 


undergoing * sreatmont on account of injuriss suffered whon a Chinoman collided 
with him in on automobile some months past. While Andy is not yet on active 
duty, he is able to nay frequent visits to the field. 

lst Lieut. James D. Givens, ir Corps, Director of Ground School, accom- 
panied by Staff Sgt. irthur H. Cayhuc, left March Field, June 15th hy airplane 
for the Training Center, where Licut. Givens will have an opportunity of. see- 
ing how the Ground School work is conmaatns at the other schools at the Train- 


‘ing Center. 


Capt. Frederick I. Flgin, Air Corps, of the Training Center, accompanied 
by Mr.Sgt. Hermen Levy, arrived at March Field Monday, June 17th, for an 
official visit. 

The upper class of Flying Cadets are | rapidly nearing their graduating 
date, which has been set for June 27th. They are now on the final formations 
and cross-country stages. Latest indications show that thoro will be approx- 
imately fifty-six cadots of the upper class who will graduate. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., June 14th. 





All bids opened on the project to build a barracks building, 16 officers! 
quarters and 13 non-commissioned officers! quarters at Rockwell Field, havo 
been rejected, according to word received by Capt. M.A. McPadden, Constructing 
Quartormaster at Rockwell Field. 

The lowest proposel, $407,000, was submitted by Schroder and Flatbush, 
contractors of San Diego . The project ov.tlined was to have been the first 
unit of an eventual $3,000,000 building program at Rockwell Field. - 

Lieut. ©.P. Kane, Depot Supyly Officer, accompanied by Mr. C.W. Knight 
and Mr. C.J. Anderson, civilian omployees of the Depot Supply, Rockwell Air 
Devot, departed, June Srd, for Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for the purpose 
of observing and receiving instructions in the operation of the machine book 
keeping system now installed at Wright Field. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Cclif., June 17th. 





The 95th Pursuit Squadron mombers are all hoping that they will soom be 
entirely "air cooled" with the passing of the PW-9D and the adoption of the - 
new P-12,. It is understood thet the PY-SD's are soon to be called in for over- 
haul and. then shipped to the Islands. 

Capt. E.C. Black and Lieut. 3.C.Batten departed on June 11th, $2 an LB-? 
for Wright Field, Ohio, for purpose of conferring with the Chief, Moteriel 
Division, regarding Air Corps material matters. Upon completion of this tem- 
porary duty at Wright Field, they will proceed by oir, to Langley Field, 
Virginia, for cuty in comection with flight test of Curtiss B-2 airplanes. 
Upon completion of this temporary duty Capt. Black and Licut. Batten will re- 
turn to Rockwell Field. they were accompanied by two enlisted mechanics. 

Lieut. H.ik. Baxter, A .C., llth Bombardment Squedron, received orders to 
proceed to Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas, where he will attend the 
"Instructors! School", es 

Plans wero completed for a dinner-dance to be held on dune élst, at the 
Athletic Club, San Diego. The event will honor Major and Mrs. Spatz, who have 
just arrived at Rockwell Field, and Major and Mrs. J. EB. Houghton, who will de~ 
vart for the Middlctowm Air Depot. 

At the present writing the 11th. Bombardment Sinden has not fired the 
record course on the pistol range, although their neighbors, the 95th Pursuit 


Squadron, are finished. “Alibis" and "I told you so's" are in vogue, as about 


half of the officers of the latter organization have claim to the title of 
Pistol Expert and the rest either didn't shoot where thoy aimed, or didn't 
aim where they shot. 

Lieut. A.F. Solter,A.C., was selected to attend the Armament School at. 


Chanute Field, Ill.,this winter, as a representative of the 95th Pursuit Sq 
ron. 
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There are quite a few of. the new "Model A's" at Rockwell Field; Major 
Spatz; Lievts. Dallas, Ott, Mallory, Ives, Cheyney and Mickle being among 
those who drive them. Roadsters predominate over coupes by the score of 4 to 3, 

Members of the Group are looking forward to bigger and better cross-country 
flights, the new policy being that each pilot should take a trip of about 500 
miles one way, which would make him navigate once a month. Arguments took 
place as to whether it is better to take an extra ten minutes to follow a rail- 
road or save it to take an airline, standing to lose a week if forced down in 
some of these big wide "open spaces" out here in the West. Looks like we are 
going to get better acquainted with the surrounding terrain. 

Orders were received for lst Lieut. Odas Moon, A.C., llth Bombardment Squac. 
ron, to proceed to Wright Field, Ohio, by rail, for four months' temporary duty 
purpose of pursuing course in Aerial Navigation, commencing July lst. 

Admiral Henry V. Butler, Air Squadron, Battle Fleet, accompanied by his 
aide, paid an official call on the Commanding Officer of the Post on June 11th, 
the return call being made by the Commanding Officer on June 7th. 

The following named Air Reserve Officers received commissions in the Reg- 
ular Army, Air Corps, wit... rank from May 2, 1929: 2nd Lieuts. John P. Kenney, 
Robert W. Wilson, Sam W. Cheyney, Lewis R. Parker, David D. Graves and Allen 
J. Mickle. 

Orders Were received assigning lst Lieut. H.B. Chandler, A.C. of March 
Field, Riverside, Calif., to temporary duty at Rockwell Field, for purpose of 
observing and obtaining instruction in the machine book keeping system now 
installed at the Rockwell Air Depot. 

Preparatory to taking the Department of Commerce examination for Transport 
Pilot's License, a refresher course was established at Rockwell Field, and 
Lieut. 3.R. Dailas, detailed as Instructor. The following officers took the 
course: Maj. A.L. Sneed; Lieuts. B.R. Dallas, Odas sr Jack Greer, J.S. 


' Stow@ll, R.V.Williams, D.D.Gravos, A.J. Mickle and Wm.C. Kingsbury. 





On the afternoon of June 14th, these officers were examined at Rockwell 
Field Headquarters by Mr. Mall, Inspector of the Department of Commerce. Sat- 
urday morning, June 15th, flying examination was held, and the candidates 
are now awaiting report from the Department of Commerce as to the result of 
same. 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., May lst. 





Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: On Apr.27th, 3-02-H's and 3 LB-SA's 
were flown down to the town of Lopez about one hundred miles to the S.E. in 
order to start off the carnival there. The scenery en route was very delight- 
ful, but on the return, the clouds had closed in, necessitating 7500fect of al- 
titude, and those on the flight enjoyed the sensation of being cold during 
hot season. 

The line of hangars is undergoing a dressing up in the form of green 
paint on the sides and a maroon color on the roofs. 

So far the hot season has been fairly warm, but the last couple of days 





have been too hot with prospects of so continuing. Also Manila is this sea- 


son infested with flies, which according to the local old timers, "The Worst 
Ever", Then, to make the season more delightful, there has been over the 
city for quite some time the odor of ‘decomposing Algae from the Laguna de Bay. 
So Rife in Manila for the past month has given many entirely new sensations 
as well as ideas. 

On the night of April 8th the Group gave its Transport Hop at the Polo 
Club. Our departing guests were speeded on their way and the late arrivals 
welcomed to their new place of station. 

E. &R. Office, Camp Nichols: Boxing bouts were held in the Camp Nichols 
E. &R. Building on April 5th, with Little Pancho, brother of the late World's 
Fly-Weight Champion, Pancho Villa, winning the top spot of a double main event 
. by a decision over Rush Rivo of Stotsenburg. In the other half of the main 
go,. Adriano, of Camp Nichols, put Jimmy Castro, of Stotsenburg, to sleep in the 





thrid round of a scheduled eight round bout. The remainder of the card was 








replete with action and gave some of the Manila boys a chance to display their 
prowess in the local ring. 

. Capt. George L. Usher, E. &R. Officer, sailed for the U.S. on the USAT 
"Grant", April 10th. . It is due to Capt. Usher's untiring efforts that Camp 
Nichols now boasts of the most compete and Up-to-date E. &R. in the Philippinc 
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Islands. It was with a great deal of regret that we saw Capt. Usher leave, 
but our loss is Langley Field's gain, and Cemm Nichols wishes him the same 
success at his new station that he enjoyed here. 

Under his supervision the Camp Nichols Baseball Team was reorganized and 
on April 17th took the Post of Manila in camp to the tune of a five to three 
score. With the addition of "A" Flight, Ond Obsn. Seuacron from Kuridley Field, 
Corregidor, we should have one of the best teams in the Inter-Post League. 

The duck pin season opened on April 18. Singlesand doubles were rolled 
on April 19 & 20. Sorenson of the 65th Service Squadron captured first place 
in the singles, while Erewer of Headquarters and Hessler of the 6th Photo Sec- 
tion won the doubles. Camo Nichois has entered a team in the Philippine Bowl- 
ing Association and is trying hard to win the cup. 

Sixth Photo Section: The arrival of the Transnort "Grant" brought to the 
Section a new Comnanding Officer, Lieut. John M. McDonnell. 

Lieut. George W. Goddard, who has been in command for the past two years, 
left on the April boat for the Air Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, 
Rantoul, Ill, for duty as Photographic Director. 

As the Section Organization Day was close at hand, it was decided to wait 
until Lieut. McDonnell arrived so that he might be initiated into the land of 
the Nipa House and Cocoanut Palms. 

The Section personnel, including Lieuts. Goddard, McDonnell and Wells, 
left Camp Nichols early Saturday morning, April 6th, and drove to Lucena, 

a fairly large town located on the southern end of the Island of Luzon. Bancas 
were rented and all rowed down a large river to the ocean, a distance of 

about three miles. A fine collection of photographs were tzken all along the 
trip. After a short stop at Lucena, we started back to a small river where the 
big event of the day took place ~ EATS,- and they sure did live up to their 
name. Wo arrived back at Camm Nichols late Saturday night tirod but happy, 

and from Lieut. McDonnell's continuous smile during the day, it is believed, 

he is going to enjoy his two years in the tropics. 

Sixtyssixth Sorvice Squadron: Cant. George L. Usher, Air Corps, Command- 
ing Officer of the Sauadron and Post E. @R. Officer, and Mrs. Usher, left for 
their new station, Langloy Field, Va., on the U.S.A.7.U.S. "Grant" on April 
10th, going by the Panama Canal. The Squadron wishes them the best of luck 
at their new station. 

Capt. Benjamin F. Giles, Air Corps was transferred from the 3d Pursuit 
Squadron, .C.,Clark Field, Pampanga, P.I., and asswmed command of the Squad- 
ron and the duties of Sauadron Mess Officer. 

lst Licut. Joseph Smith, Air Corps, was assigned to the Squadron and took 
over the duties of Asst. Post Transportation Officer. 

Ist Lieut. Barl F. Hong, Air Corps, who returned April 13th for duty from 
leave of absence, spent in China ond Japan, is now back on the job as Squadron 
Adjutant. 

he Squadron has a short-timers! dinner on March 3lst for the men leaving 
for the States on the April transport. Same was well attended and a good time 
was had by all. ; 

Headquarters Detachment, 4th C-mposite Group,A.C. Mess was discontinued 
and the men of Headquarters Det. are rationing with the Scuadron. 

here were thirty men who returned to the States on the April Transport, 
for expiration term of Foreign Service and for discherge. The best wishes to 
all of them. . 

Mr. Sgt. Clarence P. Young, wife and son, Bill, returned to their new 
Station, 8th Attack Squadron, 1.C.,Ft. Crockett, Texas. Bill will be missed 








on the football squad of the All Americans of Manila, as it will be remembered 


that football was played for the first time in the Philippine Islands last 
year. 

Mr .Sgt. Victor C. Hawley, arrived on tho U.S.A.T."Grant" for two years! 
tropical duty, taking over the duties of Shop Foreman of the shops of the 
Philippine Air Depot. ; 

Ssts. Hampton M. Drake and Lynan L. Littlejohn returned to the States 
on the April Transport, the former going to March Field, Celif., and the latter 
to Rockwell Field, Calif. The Squadron will-miss then both;- Sgt. Drake "Duck", 
for his bowling, and Sgt. Littlejohn for his baseball, basketball and golf. 

The best wishes to thom on their new assignments. 

Sgts. Harry Meyers, James Sormer and Sarricl M: Voolard,arrived on the U.S. 
A.T."Grant", April 3d, and were assigned to duty with the Squadron. 
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Corp..Charley Howard died at iiieinidig General Hospital, Manila, P I.,on 
March 1lth after a short illness. 

Twenty+eizith Bombardment Squadron: This Squadron has ites "Enjoyed" (7?) 
watching the tail shimmy on the LB's, but it didn't take long to get started 
eradicating this désire to: shake and make them more sedate in their actions. 

The past month has seen all the Bombers, four Martins and five LB's 
pushed through the air regularly. With the arrival of the last transport and 
the transfers within the Grovp, this Squadron has Lts. H.R.Wells and Donald 
Phillips assigned, with Capt. B. Giles and Lt. J. Smith attached for flying. | 

Five-ship formations have Deen much in evidence. 

An innovation in travel de luxe was inaugurated in these parts when the 
personnel of this Squadron ferried the Post baseball team to Camp Stotsenburg 
on April 24th to play the Post team at that station. The local sporting pages 
made much comment on this mode of travel. 

On each of the Group Maneuvers, this Squadron had five ships. 

Several mon of the Scuadron hove been more than enjoying their stay in 
Baguio, the Adirondacks oz the Philippines, as evidenced by the radiograms 
requesting extensions. Yowever, in order to allow as many men as possible to 
enjoy a leave at that place, those requests are not looked upon with favor. 

he Squadron baseball team is getting under way and has made a good show- 
ing. With more practice and pep meetings they'11 come to the front. More 
said later. 





Clark Field, Pamanga, P.I., Avril 30th. 





Lieuts. Blackburn, Anderson, Holland and Whitson were assigned for duty 
Wita this Squedron. Their attention to our commissioned personnel is welcomed 
and we hope that their assignment pleases them as much as it does us. 

During the past month flying on Fridays was confined to Group Maneuvers. 
Most of these have been held in the vicinity of either Lingayen Gulf or the 
Verde Island Passage. One mission was the interception of the U.S.A.T. "Grant", 
followed by a simulated attack by the Group. 

With the annual pistol target season over, we are obliged to listen to 
numerous alibis as to why some of our last year's experts and sharpshooters 
did not reach pay dirt this season. The management of the range, under Lieut. 
Whatley, was admirably carried through and the good shots qualified. Our eight- 
een recent arrivals, Sgt. Hastings included, have not fired as yet. The offi- 
cers are firing now. 

The month of April has seen a very interesti ng bridge tournament played 
by enlisted men of. this Squadron. The great success of the tournament was 
directly due to the helpful interest shown by Mrs. R.P. Cousins, wife of the 
Commanding Officer. Very eppropriate prizes were given for each night's play 
and a grand prize was given on the last night for re one scoring the greatest 
number of points for the period of the tournament. Refreshments were served 
each night. The grand prize, a check for P-5.00, went to Pvt. Melton. 

The installation of our double bowling alley is expected to be completed 
in time for dedication on Organization Day, May 13th. Plans are under way to 
make the coming Organization Day one of the best in several years. We regret 
very much,though, that Major Cousins, our C.0., will be unable to attend. He 
made a hasty departure for the United States on April 26, and is not expected 
back until arrival of the June transport. 

Three of our N.C.0.'s, Ist Sgt. Jones, Staff Sgt. Willard and Sgt. Camp~ 
bell spent four days in the mountains during the early part of the nonth, 
on the trail of the elusive. deer. Despite the very unpropitious weather-and © 
let us say that it has not rained since their return from hunting - they 
brought back two deer. Wild chickens, doves and pigeons furnished them suf- 
ficient fresh meat for their mountain camp. It is considered too late in the 
season for much success in deer hunting. December and January are generally 
believed to be the best hunting months for this part of the country. 


Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, June 4th. 
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Secretary Davison ond General Fechet arrived at this Post at 3:45 P.M., 
May 23d. The visitors were entertained. at dinner by General and Mrs. Gillmore 
but are sae at General Nolan's quarters. 
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During the maneuvers the arrival and departure of Air Officers at Fair- 
field Air Depot was like a continuously flowing stream. It would take too 
much snace to enumerate the many visitors who came to Fairfield at that time, 
but the list look:d like the roster of the entire Air Coros. ‘There were, how- 
ever, many distingvished visitors including Secretary Davison, Generals Fechet, 
Nolan, Brown, Foulois, Celonels Gowen, Seaman and many others. 

end Lieut. F.W. Shade; Air Reserve, First Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, 
with the May,. 1929 m2neuvers, crashed near Yellow Snving, Ohio, on May 2lst. 
Lieut. Shade who was with the Red Army at Norton Field and had been to Fair- 
field Air Depot attending a conference was returning to Norton Field. Very 
little is known as to how the accident occurred, but he apparently tried to 
land and he nosed into a soft field and Was instantly killed. Lieut. Shade's 

residence Was at Hayes, Kansas. 


Boston Airport, East Boston, Mass., June ath. 





With the acvent of davlight savine time, the Reserves can now enjoy flying 
until dark on Thursday nights - - end how they flock over! 

Sgt. "Slim" Halstead, one of the oldest men here at the Airport, has heard 
and answered the cell of commercial flying and at tris writing Slim is sweating 
his discharge. Slim has becn engaged to fly a Bellanca for a private party. 
Our best wishes go with him. 

Capt. Ford, piloting General Preston Brown; Lieut. Wilson, flying Capt. 
Crockett,A.D.C3; and Lieut. Rush, piloting Major C.W. Cummings,M.o., recently 
made a cross-country trip to Dayton, Chic, for the ournose of witnessing the 
Air Corps maneuvers. 

Both of our hangars have been torn down, leaving a good concrete floor, 
and so we have marked out a temis court and now issue a challenge to any one 
in the service for singles or doubles. 

Within the period of another moxyth we will be ost-blished in our new 
quarters, and what a. change it will bet Leantos have been erected on the han- 
gor sides and will be occupied by the Suoply, Engincering, Parachute and Mach- 
ine Shop. One will be used for Headquarters, Operations; day room, guard and 
emergency crew, anc another will be used for Reserve personnel. 

The "Question Mark" was among our visitors this oast month and was an 
object of much comment on the pert of the civilian visitors to the airport. 

Major Ryan, Air Officer, end Corps 4rea, piloting Major-General Ely, 
recently spent the week end in Boston on the occasion of the 2nd Division 
Reunion. 

Capt. C.W. Ford, A.C., made what is believed to be thé recoré for sia 
for one month ~ 83.05eNot so bad! 





Langley Field, Va., June 18th. 
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2a Bombardment Squadron, by Lt. Jack Wood: A number of Reserve officers 
wno were on a year's active duty with the Second Bombardment Group, resigned 
in the past: nonth.to accept civilian jobs at a decided increaso in pay over 
wnat they were receiving from the Army. It is with regret that the Group sees 
them go, but several who were married had a great necd of more than an Army 
salary to keep the home fires burning, so took advantaze of the op»ortunity 
when it presented itself. . 

The following officers reverted to inactive status during the month: 

end Lieuts. Cassius H. Thomas, Howard BE. Hall, Eugh G. Nicholson,Jdr., 
William M. Campbell, Harry E. Campbell, Harry J. Zimmerman, John W. Thomas, 
Frank W. Raymond, Glenn T. Fields. 

All of the LB-5A Bombardment airplanes of the 2nd Bombardment Group were 
ordered in storage status by the Post Commander until such time os they are 
sent to the Flying School-in San Antonio. This action leaves the 49th and 
the 96th Squadrons in the lurch as far os flying is concerned, as they have 
not-yet received the Condors and LB-6's. Group flying was also curtailed due 
to the holding of the anmaal Machine Sun si adiiiiiag Competition at the field 
durine the week cf Juno: end. 

. "fhe previous week was spent in eating the: ships in shape after thoir 
two weeks! outing at the: Maneuvers at Dayton, ‘Ohio. 

The 49th Squedron, Langley Field, Va., wishes to express its deepest 
sympathy to the feaily and friends of the late Sgt. Percy R. Wilos, who mot 
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his death in line of duty on May 20th. Sgt. Wiles, with a number of others, was 
engaged in the work of tearing down the old 96th hangar at.the south end of 

the flying line, when the roof of the hangar sagged and collapsed, killing him 
and injuring several others 

Set. Wiles enlisted in "the 49th Squadron in August, 1919, when the Squad- 
ron was stationed at Aberdeen, Md., and has been in the Squadron continuously 
Since that date. At the time of his death, Sgt. Wiles was the oldest man con- 
tinoously in the Squadron. He was very well liked by all the members of the 
command and his death is greatly regretted by all. 

59th Service Souadron, by Capt. Frank D. Hackett: 2nd Licut. Ford L. Fair 
departed on cross-country, June 15th in the C-2A Transport to Bellanca Field, 
and returned the following day. 

end Lieut. Emory J. Martin denarted on cross-country, June 15th in the C-1¢ 
Transpert to Bellanca Ficld and returned on the 16th. 

The organization had fifty-one hours and five minutes flying time with 
ninety-six flights for the past weck. 

19th Airship Company, o;7 2nd Lieut. B.T. Starkey: A special mission was 
flown on the 7th, when the "TC-6-241", in command of Lieut. McHugo, completed 
an observation mission in cooperation with the Coast Artillory at Fort Monroe. 
Results of the observation were transmitted by radio. 

The remainder of the flying consisted of routine test and pilot training 
flights. 

The 19th Baseball Team avenged a previous defeat by the Air Corps Tactical 
School Detachment last weck when it downed the School tcam by the score of 8 
to 2. "Red" Tyrrell pitching for the 19th kept the A.C.T.S. hits well scatter- 
ed and was at no time in dangers; while Oaks, starting for the A.C.1T.S., was 
driven from the box in the third inning. Foster, who finished for them fared. 
no better. 

On June l2th, the TC-6 in command of Lieut. M.E.McHugo, left Lakehurst, 
N.J., for purpose of advertising the Garden Party on Governors Island, June 
14th and 15th, for the benefit of the Army Relief Fund. Using Lakehurst. Air 
Station as the base of operations, several flights over New York City and 
vicinity were made. 

The first year class of West Point Cadets are with us again this year, 
one battalion being at each of the Military Posts on the Peninsual. Saturday 
morning the cadets made an inspection of the Airship Hangar, brief lectures 
on the’ various phases of Lighter-than-Air work being given by Lieut. B.T. 
Starkey at the same time. Demonstration flights will be given the cadets upon 
the ship's return from Lakehurst. 

Our officer personnel was sadly depleted by recent orders from the Chief's 
Office. 1st Lieut. Walter D. Buie and 2nd Lieut. Otto Wienecke were ordered 
to the Primary Flyitig School, Brooks Field, Texas; lst Lieut. Uzal G. Ent to 
detached service, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for a special six months’ course 
in navigation, and end Licut. Leslie A. Skinner was transferred to the Philip- 
pine Department. This lenves the Company with only two officers, lst Lieut. 
M.E.McHugo and 2nd Lieut. B.T.Starkey. 

An exhibition baseball game was played Sunday between teams representing 
the Hangar Detail and the Company Duty Detail, mown as the "Bull Gang". The 
"Bull Gang" emerged victorious, 15 to 3, by bunching two hits with eight er- 
rors on the part of the "Gas hounds" in the first inning. After the first im- 
‘ing it was a fairly good game. 








Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, June lst. 





On the occasion of the opening of an airport at Jersey City, N.J., four 
planes from the Ficld flew over that city for a period of 20 minutes aring 
the exercises. 

Lieuts. Birnn, Dice and Umstead, in service type planes, attended an 
aeronautidal exhibition at Albany, N.Y., on May 31st. 

All units of the Observation Group attended the Air Corps Maneuvers at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, returning May 27th. 

Flowers were dropped from a plane of the 99th Observation Seinen on 
the grave of Ex-President Theodore Roosevelt at Oyster Bay, N.Y., May 30th. 

The project of reconstructing the machine shop at the Engineering Hangar, 
destroyed by fire, has been completed. 
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During the month of May a total of 291 flizhts were made for 462 hours and 
55 minutes, viz.: maneuvers, 258 flights, 449 hours, 10 minutcs: communications, 
4 flights, 2 hours, 15 minutes: photographic, 24 flights, 8 hours, 40 minutes: 
gunnery, 5 flights, 2 hours, & minutes. 


Crissy Ficld, Presidio cf San Francisco, Calif., June 10th. 





The 9lst Observation Squadron cooperated with the 7th Infantry at Van- 
couver Barracks, Washington, and with the 38th Infantry of Fort Missoula, 
Montana, during the month of May - 125:15 aircraft hours having been flown 
on these missions. 

Eight airplanes were furnished in connection with the dedication of the 
Santa Rosa, Calif., Airport May 18th and 19th. 

During the early part of May authority was received to transfer Air Corps 
Reserve activities from Clover Field, Santa Monica, Calif., to Long Beach, Cal. 
Preliminary arrangements in connection with the transfer have been made. 


Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., June 3rd. 





Flying training was carried out on nine days during the month of May, high 
cross-hangar winds preventing the ships being taken out on the majority of work- 
ing days. Flights consisted of missions covering the following subjects: 
Engineering, Photography, Cross-country, Camera Obscura, Bombing and Equipment 
Tests. 

Two airships were in commission during the entire month - the TC-252 and 
the TC-253. The Airship TC-271 was returned to the Engineering Department for 
installation of larger demper valves and for re-swinging the car forward. This 
car, Which is of a new design, has never been satisfactory and will remain on 
engineering tests until it is ready for all service conditions. 

Radio installation on the TC-252 airship will be completed during June. 
When this installation is made, the TC-253 will be wired and shielded, and 
sets installed, which will make all of the TC ships radio equipped. 

The garrison school for officers was conducted on all non-flying days. 

The subject of engineering was completed, and aerial navigation is 30 per cent 
complete. Bombing has been discontinued due to the fact that under TR 440#40 
March 11, 1929, just received at this station, no provision is made for bombing 
for lighter-than-air craft. 

Major John F. Duckworth, Medical Corps, reported for duty May 28th from 
the Philippine Department. 

Bids for the construction of the Radio Beacon Station were opened May 28th. 
Three bids were received and the contract awarded to the lowest bidder for 
$1,725. Bids were advertised for the construction of the helium gas holder. 
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